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IN THIS SUMMER 2025 ISSUE

1. The lead story by Editor Leonard Alwine details the recent dedication of a new monument on
May 28th near Vale remembering the 132nd Anniversary of the Walter L. Main Circus Train
wreck occurring at that site. The wreck killed six people and many of the circus animals.

It was a cold rainy morning at the dedication but it was still attended by 30 people including 3 NRHS
Chapter members.

2. The second article again by Leonard Alwine is a report on a lecture at ARMM detailing the last
days of the East Broad Top Railroad (EBT) and their standard gauge operation in Mt. Union PA in the
1950’s.

3. The third article is about a planned trip to the EBT by Dick Charlesworth sponsored by the chapter. It
details the agenda for the trip and how people can reserve a seat on the bus and later in the day on an
Amtrak train back to Altoona.

4. Joe Harella continues to keep all informed about Local Yard News along with minutes of the chapter
meetings and the places and the meetings are being held. Those meetings will be rotated between the
Perkins restaurant and the Altoona Railroaders Memorial Museum every other month with a new
starting time of 6:00 p.m. for both places.

5. “Where’s the Beef” is a Look Back photo shared by Leonard Alwine with an article from Altoona’s
beginning days back in the 1860’s.

6. The “In Memory” section sadly honors three local historians who were active in the chapter and the
local scene. They played an important role in those beginning days getting the chapter off and running
and helping to preserve local history.

It is the hope of the Coal Bucket Staff that all will find something interesting to read and photos to look
upon in this issue.

We are always looking for articles and photos taken by our members for future issues. Please send them

to the Editor at the address listed for him on the first page of this newsletter.

Thank you,
Leonard Alwine, Editor



NEW MONUMENT DEDICATED
by Leonard Alwine

On Wednesday morning May 28th, a new monument and park were dedicated in Vale (near Tyrone) to
commemorate the 132nd anniversary of the Walter L Main Circus train wreck of May 30, 1893.

The site is next to the PRR Railroad bed on the corner where the train derailed, killing six people and many
of the circus animals and horses, including the star pony which jumped through flaming hoops as part of her act.

The new monument and park replace the old monument that sat at that site along Van Scoyoc Road for
many years. The new park was built with $87,000.00 from the American Rescue Plan Act funds and the Snyder
Township officials.

It was a cold and rainy morning for the dedication which was attended by 30 people including three Horse-
shoe Curve NRHS Chapter members.

The speakers were Representative Scott Barger from Blair County, Pastor Drew Baker from St. John’s
Evangelical Church in Sinking Valley and Susie O’Brien, local Tyrone Historical Society and organizer of the
event over the years.

Following the speeches, clowns “Skootches” Stevenson and “Poppo” from the Circus Fans of America
Association of Maryland placed a wreath at the memorial.

The wreck happened when the train was ordered to go down the mountain with only one engine and the
17 circus cars , which were twice as long and heavy as normal cars. It almost made it down the mountain but lost
it’s brakes and left the tracks on the curve, 1/2 mile before Vale at the bottom of the descent.

The PRR did all they could to get the circus back on the rails and the citizens of Tyrone hosted the circus
performers in their homes. One week later, the rebuilt train left Tyrone but not before giving a free “special”

performance to those citizens.

Following the dedication ceremony, those attending traveled to Grandview Cemetery (Tyrone) to place a
wreath on the graves of circus workers who were killed in the wreck and are buried there.

The group then went to The Bull Pen for lunch.

Photo of the original monument taken
at the memorial service held in 2001.

g Mirror photo by Walt Frank
Members of the Circus Fans Association of America placed a
wreath at the Walter L. Main Circus train monument
Wednesday during a memorial service. Among those partici-
pating in the event include (left to right, front) Kayla Hilton
and Alex Hilton; (rear) Dr. Don Curtis; Dennie Huber; Rick
Hilton, local chapter vice president; David P. Orr, local chap-
ter president; and Susie O’Brien, publicity director of the
{yrone Area Historical Society. )




New monument built at the wreck site and dedicated
May 28, 2025.

New steps built to the old track right of way at the
new park site.

New picnic pavilion built at the park on about the
place the old monument stood.

Susie O’Brien speaking at the service about the
history of the train wreck.




Clowns from Circus Fans of America Association who
traveled from Maryland to place wreaths for services
held at the site in 2025.

Chapter members Leonard Alwine, John Fischer, and
Larry McKee pose behind one of the new benches at
the memorial service held in May 2025.

Clowns “Skootches” and “Poppo” place a wreath at
Grandview Cemetery 2025 on the graves of circus
workers killed in the wreck.

Original monument at Vale site as taken at the Circus
Memorial Program held May 27, 2017.




EBT “STANDARD GAUGE” OPERATIONS
by Leonard Alwine

On Thursday, April 10th, a history after hours lecture was held at ARMM. The speaker was Brad Espesito,
who is now the Director of the East Broad Top Railroad (EBT). It was a very informative presentation about the
EBT’s last days in the mid 1950’s. That was a time when quite a lot of the rail traffic was interchanged with the
PRR at Mt. Union.

For many years prior, that interchange was mainly coal from the East Broad Top Coal fields brought into
Mt. Union about EBT narrow gauge hopper cars. There it was cleaned, sized, and reloaded on standard gauge
PRR hopper cars for further shipment. The Mt. Union yards were dual gauge tracks and the rails were an exercise
in geometry as they went around curves and switches. Two standard gauge steam 0-6-0 switchers were stationed
by the EBT at Mt. Union engine house to do this work.

Box car loads of “other freight” were hand transferred to EBT box cars at Mt. Union for shipment to other
towns along the EBT’s 33 miles of lines, to Shade Gap, Rockhill, etc. It usually took two EBT box cars to haul
one regular PRR standard gauge box car load. This operation was time consuming and labor costly.

So another way was developed where the standard gauge car was hoisted up and it’s trucks replaced with
narrow gauge trucks so the whole car and load could travel down the line. These cars, sometimes top heavy, were
placed right behind the engine so that they could be watched, but since the EBT only traveled about 10 MPH this
was not a real problem. Also a special coupler was used between these cars and the regular EBT cars.

This exchange business really picked up when supplies of asphalt in tank cars and cement in hopper cars
were handled for road construction near the end of the EBT lines. This was used to build Rt. 522 and the PA
turnpike. To get these retrucked cars through the EBT tunnels the tank dome and roof hatches had to be removed.
During this construction period, almost all standard gauge railroad insignias could be seen running along the EBT
line.

Sadly, this increase in car loads was the end for the EBT as when these roads were completed, it became
more efficient to move cargo by motor trucks on these new roads. Even the EBT coal was now shipped by truck
to Mt. Union, being cheaper and faster. Shortly, the EBT closed it’s operation down.

Many of the narrow gauge hopper cars left in the Mt. Union yard were sold to other narrow gauge tour-
ist train operations as were both standard gauge steam locomotives housed in the Mt. Union engine house in the
years since.

It was a very interesting lecture and showed in great detail how the EBT and the PRR had worked together
during those last few years.



Changing the truck sets before OSHA
regulations.

Showing the dual gauge couplers on Placing adapter coupler on
EBT switcher engines. retrucked car.



TRAIN RIDE PLANNED
by Dick Charlesworth

The Chapter is planning a multi-stop train ride on several local trains and includes stops for meals and
antique cars tour.

The all day excursion will begin in the early morning hours in Altoona at the train station along 10th Av-
enue. The bus will stop in Huntingdon for breakfast then travel to the East Broad Top for a ride on the narrow
gauge railroad. While there, a quick trip on the trolley cars of the Rockhill Trolley Museum, then reboard the bus
back to Swigart Antique Museum for a tour of the old cars located there. It’s then back on the bus to go to Hoss’s
for dinner and then board Amtrak in Huntingdon for the trip back to the Altoona Train Station later that evening.

It is a rather intense schedule to do all these things in one day but for all the tours and rides it is a very
cheap cost of $164 per person.

A report on how the excursion played out will be included in the Fall Coal Bucket, hopefully with a few
photos.




LOCAL YARD NEWS
by Joe Harella

HORSESHOE CURVE CHAPTER NRHS
REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING

APRIL 22N°, 2025

The regular monthly meeting of the Horseshoe Curve Chapter NRHS was held on April 22",

2025. The meeting was called to order by Pres. Frank Givler at 6:00 P,M,, The meeting was
held at the Railroader’s Memorial Museum.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read and approved by Ron Givler, second by Dick
Charlesworth. The motion passed.

The financial statements were read by Treasurer Denny Walls. Dick Charlesworth made a
motion to accept the financial report, Don Gobel second. The motion passed.

OLD BUSINESS

1.

Bus trip to the East Broad Top- Dick Charlesworth reported that the trip will take
place on July 26%", 2025. Parking will be available in the parking garage at the
Altoona Transportation Center. The bus will teave at 7:45 A.M.. Qur first stop will be
the EBT where there will be an option, either the shop tour or the trolley ride. We will
then travel to Swaggart’s Car Museum, Hoss’s for dinner and then to the AMTRAK
station in Huntingdon for our train ride home. The cost of the trip is $164.00

2. Visitto Penn State- Pres. Givler and Dick Charlesworth paid a visit to Penn State
Altoona where they met up with our scholarship recipients Bailey Mount and
Andrew Kennedy. Soyer Peterson is another student enrolled in the program who is
interested in our scholarship , but he is not eligible yet.

3. Update on Gary Price- The latest report on Gary is not good. He is on marphine
now. The doctors are trying to ease his pain.

NEW BUSINESS

1.

Storage for the Walters- A short discussion was held on storing the Walters. The
cost is $70.00 per month or $840.00per year. It was decided to retain the current
storage for now.

Pres. Givler then made a motion to adjourn the meeting, Ron Givler second, the
meeting was adjourned at 6:18 P.M. with 11 members present.

The group then headed over to the Round House where Executive Director Joe
Defrancesco conducted a tour.

ATTENDANCE—Frank Givler, Dick Charlesworth, Denny Walls, Don Goebel, Jean
Noonan, Zach Noonan, Ron Givler, Len Alwine, Dean McKnight, Joe
Defrancesco,Joe Harella

JOE HARELLA
RECORDING SECRETARY
HARSESHOE CURVE CHAPTER NRHS




HORSESHOE CURVE CHAPTER NRHS
REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING
MAY 27™, 2025

The regular monthly meeting of the Horseshoe Curve Chapter NRHS was held on May 27,
2025. The meeting was called to order by Pres. Frank Givler at 7:00 P.M.. The meeting was
held at Perkins Family Restaurant.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read and approved by Ron Givler, second by Dick
Charlesworth. The motion passed.

The financial statements were read by Treasurer Denny Walls. Dean McKnight made a
motion to accept the financial report, Don Goebel second. The motion passed. Denny has

some concerns about the chapter spending any more money right now as our funds are
beginning to dwindle somewhat.

OLD BUSINESS

ke

Bus Trip to the East Broad Top- Dick Charlesworth reported that so far he has forty-
five passengers scheduled for the trip. Dick said that he will call everyone the week
of the trip just as a reminder. Our bus will be sitting at the east end of the
transportation center. Parking will be available in the parking garage. This should be
avery nice trip. The cost is $164.00 each.

2. Chapter “lead in” film for the movie theater- Matt Wolf is currently working on our
chapter lead in film. The film will explain the part that the chapter played in the early
stages of the museum. It will also give credit to those chapter members who were
instrumental in the development of the museum. It should be very informative,

NEW BUSINESS
1. The Passing of Gary Price and George Thompson- The chapter would like to extend

our sincere sympathies and condolences to the families of Gary and George who
recently passed on. They will both be remembered for their contributions to the
Horseshoe Curve Chapter NRHS , and the memories that we have of each one.

GENERAL DISCUSSION

8

Pres. Givler informed everyone that our meeting scheduled for June 24", 2025 will
be held in the Railroaders Memorial Museum at 6:00 P.M..

Ron Givler then made a motion to adjourn the meeting, Don Goebel second, the
meeting was adjourned at 7:12 P.M. with 11 members.

ATTENDANCE- Dick Charlesworth, Dee Hartman, Don Goebel, Karin Givler, Frank

Givler, Ron Givler, Denny Walls, Zach Noonan, Nancy McKnight, Dean McKnight,
Joe Harella

JOE HARELLA
RECO/RDING SECRETARY
HORSESHOE CURVE CHAPTER NRHS



HORSESHOE CURVE CHAPTER NRHS
REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING
JUNE 24™, 2025

The regular monthly meeting of the Horseshoe Curve Chapter NRHS was held on June 24",
2025. The meeting was called to order by Pres. Frank Givler at 6:05 p.m.. The meeting was
held at the Railroader’s Memorial Museum.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read and approved by Ron Givler, second by Dick
Charlesworth. The motion passed.

The financial statements were read by Treasurer Denny Walls. Dick Charlesworth made a
motion to accept the financial report, Ron Givler second. The motion passed.

OLD BUSINESS

1. East Broad Top Bus and Train Trip- Dick Charlesworth informed everyone that we
now have about 44 passengers going on the trip. Dick said that he will contact
everyone about a week before the trip and that we will be leaving the Altoona
Transportation Center at about 8:00A.M.. Parking will be available in the parking
garage.

2. Chapter “Lead In” Film- Museum Executive Director Joe Defrancesco informed us

that the film is coming along nicely. He also reported that a brake cylinder on the
funicular is worn out and must be replaced.

NEW BUSINESS

1. Book Sales checks-Lenny Alwine questioned whether or not any checks came in
from the sale of any books? He was told that no checks were received.

2. Thank You from Betsie Price- Betsie just wanted to thank everyone for the flowers
that were sent to Gary on his passing.

3. Denny Walls informed everyone that there will be a Celebration of Life for his Dad
[Mike] on July 19" at 2:00 p.m. at the Geeseytown Firehall.

GENERAL DISCUSSION

5t 2025. A discussion was also held on fixing the manifold on the Walters.
2. Alto Tower- When questioned about the Alto Tower, Joe said that there is nothing
going on right now. He also said that the building has no power.

1. Joe Defrancesco reported that there will be a fireworks show at the museum on July

Ron Givler then made a motion to adjourn the meeting, Dean McKnight second, the
meeting was adjourned at 6:24 P.M. with 16 members present.

ATTENDANCE- Jean Noonan,Zach Noonan, Ron Givler, Frank Givler, Dick Charlesworth,

Denny Walls, Betsie Price, Joe Defrancesco, John Fisher, Nancy McKnight Dean
McKnight,Lenny Alwine, Larry McKee, Pat Kelley, Don Goebel, Joe Harella.




WHERE’S THE BEEF?
by Leonard Alwine

A number of years ago, there was a television commercial for a fast food chain where “Clara” would drive
up to the order window and ask “Where’s the Beef?”

Well, in the early days of Altoona it was right downtown still on the hoof.

A lot of food was needed to feed the many people coming to Altoona to build the town and the railroad.
They were able to get their “beef” at the butcher shop located in downtown along Virginia Street (now 11th Av-
enue) in the early 1860’s. This was before the streets were paved or there were any trolley or horse cart tracks.
Things were a lot “more frontier” in those early days.

BELOW: a photo of Virginia Street in 1860 at the
butcher shop located there, now 11th Avenue today.




IN MEMORY

Gary Steven Price passed April 24, 2025 at home after a long battle with GaryﬁSt&en Price

sickness. He was a long time train enthusiast and served on the board of the ARMM Dec. 5, 1951 - April 24, 2025
as well as was a supporting member of the Horseshoe Curve Chapter NRHS. He Gary Steven Price passed

away at home on April 24,

was working on the lead-in film script for ARMM history story. 2095,

He leaves behind his lov-
ing wife, Betsie Price; and

He will be missed at the meeting. May you rest in peace Gary. His ot cHG oA Qicith

George E.
Thompson Jr.

Dec 13, 1940 - May 23, 2025

George E. Thompson
Jr., 84, of Be]lwood, passed
away Fri-
day at his
residence.
He was
born in
Altoona,
sonofthe [
late George |
Sr. and
Martha -
(Nearhoof) Thompson
Thompson.

He married Pat Fonner,
who preceded him in death
in 1991. He then married
Joyce Robison.

Surviving are his wife of
30 years; a daughter, Marie
Turchetta and husband
Steve of Altoona; two sons:
John in SC and Denver of
Altoona; three grandchil-
dren: Hannah, Tiffany, and
Justin; 5 great-grandchil-
dren; and a brother, Harold

He' was preceded in death
by a brother, Maurice.

George graduated from
Altoona High School in 195¢
and retired as a service
technician at National Cash
Register.

He was a member of
Altoona Area Train Collec-
tors, National Railroad His-
toric Society, and Spring
Lake Sportsmen Asso.
George formerly served as
Moderator at First Grace
Brethren Church, where
he was a life member. He
enjoyed model railroading,
toy trains, and spending
time with his family.

A Celebration of Life will
be held at a later date.

Cremation service by
Sorge Funeral Home &
Crematory Inc.

Price, Lacey Price, Steven
(Karen) Cox and Lori
Shields. He will also be lov-
ingly remembered by his
11 grandchildren.

‘Gary was preceded in
death by his parents, Roy
G. Price and Evelyn J.
Price; as well as his broth-
er, Jack Price.

A proud graduate of |
Altoona Area High School
in 1969, Gary served his
country with honor, retir-
ing from the Army as a
Master Sergeant. He then
later retired from Norfolk
Southern.

Gary was an avid frain
snthusiast, sharing his pas-
sion with others. He served
a8 a board member for the
Altoona Railroaders Memo-
rial Museum, and was a
levoted volunteer for the
Department of Conserva-
tion and Natural Resources
DCNR) and an active mem-
der of the American Legion,
Post 801.

A Celebration of Life will
2e held at 4 p.m. Thursday,
Viay 15, 2025, at Fourth
street Church of God,

2010 Fourth St., Altoona,
ollowed by a meal at the
thurch.

George R. Thompson Jr., passed away at his home May 23, 2025.

Him and his wife Pat (deceased) were active members of the Horseshoe
Curve Chapter NRHS in many years passed. In those days, the chapter meet-
ings were held at member’s homes. Many times we went to his home and his
wife served refreshments after the meeting. Several times the chapter enjoyed a
summer picnic at a club grounds of another group he belonged to.

He will be missed by the older members of the chapter. May you rest in
peace George.



IN MEMORY

Margaret J. “Peggy” Goodman passed away June 9, 2025.

She was the wife of the late A. Raymond Goodman, a former board member of the ARMM. Peggy was
also very active in preserving local history. She retired from Blair County as the Director of Fort Roberdeau
after 30 years service. She was also a member of the Blair County Historical Society and received the Lifetime
Achievement Award for her work at both the Bakers Mansion in Altoona and Royer Mansion in Williamsburg.
She also served on the board of the local Rails to Trails.

She will be missed by all who knew her and she has left a huge hole in the local history preservation group.

May you rest in peace, Peggy.

sylvania in 1971

Poggy Goodian ol
Sept. 9, 1941 - June 9, 2025 including roles as a biology
Margaret J. “Peggy” professor at Penn State

Goodman, 83, of Altoona, Altoona and as a biology

passed away Monday at teacher for the Altoona

UPMC Area and Spring Cove
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Altoona, and interpretation, Peggy
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two daughters, Erin _Peggy found joy in read-
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(Lee) of Altoona; and five d '?1‘1}%1 - Spending time

erandchildren: Alexandre, with her beloved family
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Gene Grove. service will follow at7 p.m.
A 1959 graduate of Private interment will be
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